About First 5 LA:

Our Mission and Policy Priorities
Our Mission

First 5 LA, in partnership with others, strengthens families,
communities, and systems of services and supports so all
children in Los Angeles County enter kindergarten ready
to succeed in school and life.
First 5 LA is a leading public grantmaking and early
childhood advocacy organization. It was created by
California voters to invest L.A. County’s allocation
of the Proposition 10 tobacco tax, a revenue source
that has declined by 50% since 1998. To maximize
the return on our future investments to achieve
the greatest possible impact for children prenatal
to age 5 and their families, First 5 LA is working
together with parents, communities and other
organizations to change policies and improve
service delivery systems.

Our Policy Priorities

Based on our research, we have identified four
outcome areas where we can contribute to efforts
toward achieving large scale and lasting improvements
in the lives of the children we serve. The strategies
we use to advance these outcomes are connected and
mutually reinforcing, providing us with a clear and focused
path for our work with our partners.
• Families: Strengthen families through evidence-based
programs, such as home visiting
• Communities: Increase community capacity
to support and promote the safety, healthy
development, and well-being of children
prenatal to age 5 and their families
There are
• Early Care and Education Systems:
approximately
650,000
Increase access to high-quality early
children in L.A. County
care and education
under age 5. Only 2.4% of
• Health-Related Systems: Improve
capacity of health, mental health, and
infants and toddlers have
substance abuse services systems to
access to licensed center child
meet the needs of children prenatal
care, and 11.4% under age
to age 5 and their families, with a
5 have access to licensed
focus on trauma-informed care and
developmental screening
family child care.2
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Our Federal Budget and Program Requests
FULLY FUND EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION
Thanks to Congress’s passage of the Bipartisan Budget Act
of 2015, the federal government was able to provide much
needed investments for early education and child care
programs in Fiscal Year (FY) 2016. But these increases are just
a small down payment on what actually needs to be done to
ensure all children have a successful start in life.

FY 2017 BUDGET REQUESTS
First 5 LA recommends an increase of $1.2 billion for the
Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) program in FY
2017.
CCDBG is the primary federal grant program that provides
child care assistance for families and funds child care quality
initiatives. The FY 2016 appropriation provided a $326 million
increase, yet much more is needed.
Congress, by an overwhelming bipartisan vote in 2014, passed
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014. This
new law contains important and much-needed improvements
to the program, including increased access to child care
assistance for more families; the establishment of new
health and safety requirements for child care providers; and
expanded requirements to improve the quality of child care.
Without additional resources, States will have to do more with
less, prompting hard choices such as cutting the number of
children and families receiving reliable, affordable child care
assistance or reducing payment rates to already low-paid child
care providers. Nearly 364,000 children lost federal child care
assistance between 2006 and 2014, leaving the number of
children receiving assistance at a 16-year low.
First 5 LA recommends a FY 2017 appropriation of $350
million for Preschool Development Grants and $190 million
for Literacy Education for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN),
in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
The FY 2016 appropriation provided $250 million for the third
year of funding for Preschool Development Grants (PDG)
to support States to build or enhance a preschool program
infrastructure that would enable the delivery of high-quality
preschool services to children, and expand high-quality
preschool programs in targeted communities. Unfortunately,
due to the limited funds available, while 35 States, including
California, applied for funds, only 18 states received PDG
awards. California did not receive a PDG award.
The newly enacted ESSA included a new version of Preschool
Development Grants, focused on improving coordination of
existing streams of preschool funding at the State level, as well
as increasing access to high-quality preschool. In FY 2017, $250
million is needed to provide the fourth and last year of funding
to the current grantees. Thus, by funding PDG at $350 million,
$100 million will be available for initial State grants under the
newly revised program.
ESSA also included a new comprehensive literacy program
that requires States to use at least 15% of their funds for
literacy programs for birth through Kindergarten children. In
FY 2016, Congress provided $190 million for the predecessor
literacy program, Striving Readers. We recommend maintaining
that level of funding in FY 2017.

First 5 LA believes it is critical that the next Congress replace
the sequester caps for FY 2018 and beyond.
The current caps severely squeeze funding for nondefense
discretionary programs (NDD), the pool of funds that includes
funding for Head Start, Preschool Development grants and
CCDBG. The FY 2018 sequester cap is $12 billion below the
FY 2017 level and indeed, below the current FY 2016 cap.
Unless the NDD cap is restored to the presequester level, it
will be very difficult for Congress to provide the investments
needed in early learning programs.

PROGRAMMATIC REQUESTS
First 5 LA supports a longer term expansion of the Maternal
Infant and Early Childhood Home Visitation Program
(MIECHV) program with increased funding and urges
Congress to act as soon as possible.
Created in 2010, MIECHV provides $400 million per year
in funds for states to create or supplement existing home
visitation programs. MIECHV facilitates collaboration and
partnership at the federal, state, and community levels to
improve the health of at-risk children through evidence-based
and promising practices home visiting programs. In FY2015,
California received over $22 million from the program in
both formula and competitive funds. In April 2015, Congress
passed the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of
2015, which includes a 2-year extension of the Home Visiting
Program through FY 2017 at current funding levels.
First 5 LA supports universal screening and effective referrals
for children through 36 months of age to ensure early
identification of developmental and/or behavioral concerns.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, one out of
every six children is diagnosed with a developmental disorder
and/or behavioral problem in the United States. Undetected
developmental disorders can lead to learning and behavioral
problems as well as social difficulties and serious medical
conditions. Identifying developmental problems in children at
a very young age and providing the necessary referrals and
services helps keep children safe from abuse and neglect, and
supports all children in being ready for kindergarten.
First 5 LA supports efforts to build and promote the capacity
of health care and education systems to realize, recognize
and respond to families and their young children who have
experienced trauma in their lives.
One of the most pervasive and damaging factors in a child’s
development is the effect of trauma and chronic stress.
Children who experience trauma — such as abuse, neglect, loss
and chronic stress as a result of persistent poverty, community
and family violence, homelessness, parental substance abuse
and maternal depression — often face lifelong physical and
emotional health problems. While the impact of trauma can
be profound and can have long-term negative implications,
research on stress and resilience demonstrates that a positive
and secure attachment with at least one caring adult can serve
a protective function for children and can actually buffer the
negative impact of toxic stress on the child’s developing brain.

