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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This brief presents key findings from the Community Based Action Research (CBAR) project conducted by
parents of the Best Start East Los Angeles Community Partnership from July‐December 2013. The focus of
the project was to better understand environmental risks affecting the well‐being of young children and
their families in the Best Start East Los Angeles Community and to provide recommendations to
community members, local leaders, and policy makers. Parents involved in this project, with the support of
Harder+Company Community Research, designed and conducted this research project and identified the key
findings and recommendations, outlined below. The remainder of this brief will focus on detailing those
findings and recommendations.

Key Issues

 Poor Housing and Environmental
Conditions: There are many families in East
LA with young children living in older and often
over‐crowded housing. Residents shared
concern around ambient pollution from
freeways as well as overflowing trash and pests,
such as cockroaches and rats. Green space is also
an issue and despite investment in local parks,
families continue to find them inaccessible or
unsafe.
 Poor Health Conditions: Compared to
Los Angeles County, East LA is
disproportionately affected by health problems
linked to the environment. Approximately 40%
of survey participants have diabetes and 29%
said at least one of their children has asthma.

Some potential solutions and actions
include:

Educate

Parents and families
would benefit from more
information about how to
reduce environmental
hazards in their homes
and community.

Advocate Support efforts to

advocate for policies and
practices that make for
East LA a healthier and
safe place for children.

Connect

Connect parents and
families to information
and resources that
promote healthy
home/community
environments and
physical activity.
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 Lack of Awareness: There is a general lack
of awareness and knowledge among East LA
residents about the effects of in‐home toxins
and other environmental hazards on the
development of young children. Many parents
are simply not aware of environmental
hazards in their home and community but
know that it’s a problem.

Potential Actions
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BACKGROUND
Local environments – ranging from air pollution and
traffic to lack of green spaces and neighborhood
infrastructure – can have a great impact on the health,
well‐being, and development of young children. The
Best Start East Los Angeles Community Partnership
(unincorporated East LA and parts of City Terrace,
Monterey Park, and City of Commerce) launched a
Community Based Action Research (CBAR) project to
learn more about environmental factors affecting the
healthy development of children and their family in their
community. The project was funded by First 5 LA.

What is Best Start?
Best Start is a partnership between
community and First 5 LA that
brings together parents and other
stakeholders to support young
children and their families. At the
center of each of the 14 Best Start
Communities is a Community
Partnership that works to address
their communities’ needs and to
ensure that children are healthy,
safe and prepared for school.
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Community‐Based Action Research (CBAR) is a
participatory approach that engages researchers,
community members, and local organizations as active
partners in the research process. The objective is to train community members and practitioners as
researchers to identify areas of inquiry, gather information about their communities, and generate
actionable recommendations that can be used to achieve positive community change.
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Community members participate in all phases of research, from design of a research project to data
sharing and use. In the process, they gain research skills, confidence, and capacity to become leaders and
informed advocates in their communities. As part of the First 5 LA’s Best Start effort, Best Start
Communities were given the opportunity to conduct a CBAR project with the help of a CBAR coach and
some material resources to support their efforts. In May 2013, the Best Start East LA Community
Partnership chose to engage in a CBAR project with the following goals:




Develop parents’ skills and confidence to become leaders in their community;
Strengthen community advocacy around the connection between child development and the
environment in East LA; and
Generate data to support policy advocacy and development of programs that are responsive to the
community.

Parents and community members were invited to participate and a total of twenty‐five
parents became formal members of the Best Start East LA CBAR workgroup (14‐18 worked regularly for
the entirety of the project). The workgroup was supported by Harder+Company Community Research
and worked for six months to develop and execute their action research project. The CBAR workgroup
chose to focus on utilization and access to green spaces as well as ambient pollution, toxins, and
household chemicals in East LA, as they relate to parents, families, and children zero to five. The
CBAR work group chose the two topics after numerous discussions about child development and its
connections to environmental risks in East LA and a review of well‐established research. Below is a brief
outline of research questions, goals, and methods (for further details see Appendix A).

What dangers exist in our
parks and how can we
increase the use of parks in
East LA for families with
children 0‐5?

What kinds of chemicals and
toxic trash exist in East LA?

Goals

Methods




To understand what is happening in our parks
To understand why parents of young children
are or are not using the parks in East LA





To understand community members’
awareness of the harmful effect of
environmental toxins, both in‐home and at the
community level
To understand the types of chemicals used by
community members in the home
To identify chemically contaminated and trash‐
filled “hotspots” in East LA








Park Participation
Survey
Park Observations

Comprehensive
Family Survey

CBAR workgroup members developed two surveys to collect the information. The Comprehensive
Family Survey focused on understanding parent and caregivers’ knowledge about pollution, toxins, and
trash, in their homes and community. The Park Utilization Survey focused on access and utilization of
East LA parks. The CBAR workgroup spent two months conducting surveys at community events, such as
farmer’s markets and health fairs, parks, local neighborhoods, and other places where parents gather.
Some parents also reached out to their own networks of friends and neighbors within the Best Start East
Los Angeles Community. Overall, CBAR workgroup members targeted parents of school‐aged children
who live within the Best Start boundaries. In total, the CBAR workgroup collected 244 Comprehensive
Family Surveys and 195 Park Utilization Surveys.
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Research question
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WHAT DID WE LEARN?
Overall, survey respondents were representative of the broader Best Start Community with 97%
identifying themselves as Latino or Hispanic. The majority of surveys were conducted in Spanish. Survey
respondents for the most part were also geographically representative of the Best Start East LA
Community, which includes parts of unincorporated East LA, City Terrace, and Monterey Park. The
orange clusters in the map below identify the areas where the majority of survey respondents live. While
there are no clusters in City Terrace or Commerce, 2% identified City Terrace as their home and 3%
identified Commerce, but did not provide cross streets.
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Best Start East Los Angeles
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Following data collection, the CBAR workgroup members engaged in a data analysis process to identify
and discuss key findings from the surveys. This information was compared with other existing data,
including County level data available, to better understand the relevance of findings for East LA. The
following section highlights these findings prioritized by the CBAR workgroup, and explains why the
group felt they are particularly important and relevant to the East LA community.

 East LA is home to many families with young children with modest
incomes and multi-generational households
The majority of survey respondents (85%) have been living in the Best Start East LA for more than 6
years and 75% live in households with children under six. Three quarters of those living with children 0‐5
are parents, but an additional 15% identified as grandparents. This is important to note, as nationally,
more grandparents are becoming primary caregivers of their grandchildren1. In Los Angeles County,
there are currently 315,000 grandparents living with their grandchildren and 26% of those are sole
caregivers2. While we did not ask grandparents if they were the sole caregivers of those children, the
CBAR workgroup felt that the large number of grandparents living with young children in East LA
should be taken into account when creating programs or policies that affect those families.

Exhibit 1: Highest Educational Attainment

13%

33%

No formal education
Some high school (no diploma)
Vocational or trade school
College graduate

1

11%

18%

6%

11%

7% 3%

Elementary or middle school only
High school graduate or GED
Some college
Other

Alpert, E. (2013, September 4). More grandparents serving as primary caregivers to children. Los Angeles Times
U.S. Census Bureau. (n.d) Boston City, Massachusetts, DP03 Selected demographic characteristics. 2012 American Community Survey 1‐year Estimates.
Retrieved from http://factfinder2.census.gov
2
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Furthermore, Best Start East LA residents have lower income and educational attainment than LA
County residents. For example, 70% of survey respondents said their household earned less than $35,000
in the last twelve months, while the median household income in the County is $56,247. Moreover, only
42% of survey respondents graduated high school compared to the County’s 76.4%. Further breakdown
of the educational attainment of survey respondents is shown in Exhibit 1.
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There is a shared concern around air pollution in East Los Angeles

As seen in Exhibit 2, between 70‐92% of surveyed residents consider air pollution a problem in this
community. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), one of the top ten polluted
zip codes in California, 90023, is located in East LA3. Additionally, more than half of the respondents
(57%) said they believe pollution is affecting their health or the health of their family. The CBAR
workgroup recommends that community leaders and service providers act on this shared concern, to
ensure appropriate programs and policies are developed. There were also recommendations for more
community involvement in programs, policies, and processes that target this issue, for example,
regarding the 710 freeway expansion and extension, truck pollution, and polluting facilities such as
Exide Technologies.

Exhibit 2: Residents who consider the following a problem in East LA

70%

Air pollution from construction

79%

Air pollution from local businesses
Air pollution from cars, trucks, and
buses

92%
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Research shows air pollution has long‐term effects on our health, especially on the health of young
children and infants, who are still developing and spend more time outdoors4. They are also more
susceptible to many of the air pollutants5. Air pollution is closely associated with respiratory infections,
lung cancer, cardiovascular disease, low birth weight, and the
Potential Actions
development of asthma6 ‐ an especially relevant concern in
California, where asthma is the primary cause of school
absenteeism7. While the majority of respondents believe air
pollution is affecting their family’s health, 3 out of every 10 survey
respondents still don’t know if air pollution affects their children’s
Educate
Advocate
health.

3

Becerra, H. (2013, April 23). 3 of top 10 most polluted ZIP Codes in California are in L.A. County. Los Ageles Times.
Mott, L. et al. Our Children At Risk: The Five Worst Environmental Threats to Their Health. Natural Resources Defense Council 1997.
5
Committee on Environmental Health. (2004). AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS: Ambient Air Pollution: Health Hazards to Children . Pediatrics,
1699‐1707.
6
Regional Asthma Management and Prevention. (2009). Briefing Kit: Asthma and Outdoor Air Quality. Retrieved from RAMP Asthma:
http://www.rampasthma.org/wp‐content/uploads/2010/04/RAMPOutdoorAirQualityWeb.pd
7
LAUSD District Nursing Asthma Program. http://laschoolboard.org/files/4.%20Asthma%20Program%20Overview.pdf
4

 Parents are concerned about the amount and kind of trash in their
neighborhoods.
The vast majority of survey respondents consider trash in their communities a problem. According to this
research, 85% are concerned about trash from other neighbors, including over–
Potential
flowing trash and the dumping of large items, such as furniture. While some consider
Actions
these just simple nuisances, it is important to note that trash provides breeding
grounds for rats, cockroaches, and other pests that can have negative health
effects 8, including triggering asthma9 and chemical poisoning from hazardous
waste. Another 66% of parents think trash from local business and factories is a
problem; this includes trash from small business like markets and restaurants to toxic
Connect
waste from factories.

More than half of survey respondents (61%) expressed that pests such as cockroaches, mice, and rats
pose a major problem in East LA and 2 out of 3 respondents reported evidence of these pests around
their homes. As seen in Exhibit 3, a large number of residents have seen evidence of pests in or around
their home in the past six months. The majority of them utilize harsh chemicals in attempt to control
such pests. An increase of toxic chemicals in the home can lead to asthma and other health complications
for young children10.

Exhibit 3: Respondents who have seen evidence of pests in the past 6 months
Cockroaches

69.8%

30.2%

Yes

8

Rats

37.1%

62.9%

Mice

36.6%

63.4%

No

United States Environmental Protection Agency . (2007, July ). Wastes: What You Can Do. Retrieved from United States Environmental Protection
Agency: http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wycd/downloads/cbo‐guide.pdf
9
Asthma Triggers: Gain Control. Retrieved from United States Environmental Protection Agency: http://www.epa.gov/asthma/pests.html
10
Manuel Pastor Jr, J. L.‐F. (2004). Reading, writing, and toxics: children's health, academic performance, and environmental justice in Los Angeles.
Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy, pp. 271 ‐ 290.

BEST START EAST LOS ANGELES – CBAR RESEARCH BRIEF

 Pests, such as cockroaches and rats, pose health and safety
concerns for families.

9

In fact, 45% of survey respondents keep pest control products they consider toxic inside their homes
and a third of parents use roach traps on a monthly basis. While the majority said they kept insecticides
securely guarded, nearly a third of parents do not secure these products, which
Potential
contain harsh chemicals. Chemicals in commonly used insecticides have been linked
Actions
to respiratory problems in young children, including asthma11. Other studies have also
indicated that household and environmental chemicals can contribute to
developmental delays and disabilities12. For example, a study by the Keck School of
Medicine and the University of Southern California found that diagnosis of asthma by
the age of five was directly related to exposure to pesticides and cockroaches, among
Educate
others factors13.
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 East LA is disproportionately affected by health problems linked to
the environment.
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Research shows that the built environment – environments that are modified by humans, including
homes, schools, parks, and workplaces – can affect the development and increase of type 2 diabetes.
Type 2 diabetes is largely driven by the combined rise in obesity, intake of energy‐dense or nutrient‐poor
foods, and physical inactivity14. Research also indicates that less access to green spaces and walkable
neighborhoods increases obesity in many underserved communities15, such as East Los Angeles.
Diabetes is a significant concern for families living in East Los Angeles. Forty percent of survey
respondents have diabetes – that is the equivilant of two out of every five adults within the East LA
Best Start boundaries. In comparison, according to the
California Health Interview Survey (CHIS) only 8.6% of adults
40% of survey respondents have in LA County have been diagnosed with diabetes16. Type II
diabetes is the most common form of diabetes in the United
diabetes – that is, two in every
States, and is strongly linked to obesity — over 80% of
five adults within the Best Start
sufferers are obese17. It is important to note that reducing
East LA Community.
childhood obesity is a primary goal of First 5 LA and the
Best Start initiative.

11

Landrigan, P. J., Claudio, L., Markowitz, S. B., Berkowitz, G. S., Brenner, B. L., Romero, H., . . . Wolff, M. S. (1999). Pesticides and inner‐city children:
exposures, risks, and prevention . Environmental Health Perspectives, 431‐437.
Manuel Pastor Jr, J. L.‐F. (2004). Reading, writing, and toxics: children's health, academic performance, and environmental justice in Los Angeles.
Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy, pp. 271 ‐ 290.
13
Salam, M. T., Li, Y.‐F., Langholz, B., & Gilliland, F. D. (2004). Early‐Lfe Environmental Risk Factors for Asthma: Findings from the Children's Health
Study . Environmental Health Perspectives, 760‐765.
14
Auchincloss, A. H., Diez Roux, A. V., Mujahid, M. S., Shen, M., Bertoni, A. G., & Carnethon, M. R. (2009). Neighborhood Resources for Physical Activity
and Healthy Foods and Incidence of Type 2 Diabetes MellitusThe Multi‐Ethnic Study of Atherosclerosis. Archives of International Medicine, 1698‐1704.
15
Ibid.
16
2011 ‐ 2012 California Health Interview Survey
17
Flier, J. S. (2001). Diabetes: Th missling link with obesity? Nature, 292‐293.
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Another concern for East LA parents is the
prevelance of asthma among young children.
29% of survey respondents said that at least
one of their children has asthma and another
15% said their child has experienced severe
wheezing and coughing in the past 12 months.
Usually only one parent responded to our
survey thus we can assume that between 15‐
29% (almost a third) of children living within
the East LA Best Start boudaries have
presented asthma symptoms.County‐wide,
12% of children have been diagnosed with
asthma18.

Asthma can be triggered and worsened by
exposure to many environmental factors. The
following are the five most common asthma
triggers in children, according to the Asthma
Coalition of Los Angeles:
 Air Pollution
 Dust Mites & Bed Bugs
 Pests: Rodents, Cockroaches, Ticks
& Fleas
 Mold
 Tobacco Smoke

Educate
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Advocate

Furthemore, according to the California Dept. of Education, Asthma is
a leading cause of school absenteeism22, and in Los Angeles about
63,000 students attending Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) schools have asthma.

2011 ‐ 2012 California Health Interview Survey
he IMPACT Project. (2012, January). Driving Harm: Health and Community Impacts of Living near Truck Corridors. Retrieved from
http://hydra.usc.edu/scehsc/pdfs/Trucks%20issue%20brief.%20January%202012.pdf
20
McConnel R., K. Berhane, et al. (2003). Prospective Study of Air Pollution and Bronchitic Symptoms in Children with Asthma. American Journal of
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 168(7):790‐797..
21
McConnell, R., et al. (2006).Traffic, Susceptibility, and Childhood Asthma. Environmental Health Perspectives 114 (5):766‐772.
22
The California Endowment. (2008). The Burden of Asthma on Schools: Fact Sheet. Los Angeles.
19
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Much research has been done connecting childhood asthma and the environment. We now know that
indoor toxins, pests (such as cockroahces and rodents), tobacco smoke and exposure to air pollution can
trigger asthma. Taking this into account, it is important to note that air pollution from vehicles plays an
important role in the life of East LA children, where at least 4 major freeways run. In fact the 710 freeway
is one of the most polluting freeways, where twenty percent of vehicles are trucks, compared to 6‐13%
on other Los Angeles freeways19. Additionnally, the 710 FWY carries an estimated 47,000 truck trips each
day and each big‐rig truck releases as much air pollution as 150 cars. Children living or attending schools
close to freeways are more likely to develop asthma or asthma
Potential Actions
symptoms20 21.
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34% of respondents indicated they stay home and do not
work, increasing the importance of awareness about toxins
and chemicals in the home because most people and young
children spend about 90% of their time indoors*.



Many parents in East LA are not aware of environmental hazards in
their home that can influence health outcomes for their children.

The information gathered indicates that, although many consider ambient pollution a problem, there are
still a large number of parents who are not aware of pollutants inside their home and the effects those
may have on their children. As seen in Exhibit 4, about three quarters or survey respondents believed
there were no toxins in their home or did not know if there were toxins in their home. A smaller
percentage (25%) said they believed there were some toxins in their home.
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Exhibit 4: Awareness of Toxins in the Home

12

There are no toxins in
my home

24%

I don’t know if there are toxins
in my home

There are some toxins
in my home

51%

25%

One thing that became evident through our surveys is that
families in East LA often do not have the appropriate
information about the effects of household toxins on the
health of their children. For example, Exhibit 5 indicates three
household elements that can influence families’ health, but
many parents are not aware of their presence. While
conducting these surveys, many community members asked
how they could know if these existed in their home and what
the health effects of these were.

Exhbit 5: Parents who don’t
know if the following exist in
their home or building
60%

53%

51%

Asbestos

Lead Paint

40%

43%

20%
0%

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
* Thompson, M., Phillips , R., & Bell, J. (2002). Fighting Childhood Asthma: How Communities Can Win.

Mold

Additionally, participants were asked about the different types of cleaning supplies and chemicals they
kept in their home; these included glass cleaners, air fresheners, laundry detergents, drain cleaners,
multipurpose cleaners, and insect sprays. Overall, 56‐70% of respondents indicated that they did not
consider these products toxic and 20‐37% indicated that they did not store these products in a safe
place.
These types of household products may contain hazardous chemicals such as ammonia, sulfuric and
phosphoric acids, lye, chlorine, formaldehyde, and phenol, which can have various health effects
including allergic reactions, asthma, migraines, dizziness, nausea, eye, skin and
respiratory track irritations and some forms of cancer23. In some cases, childhood
Potential
Actions
exposure to toxins can cause serious health issue to an individual later on in life 24.
Exposure to these toxic chemicals contained in these products can also affect pregnant
mothers.25 The lack of knowledge about in‐home health hazards was particularly
important to the CBAR workgroup, who felt that service providers, government and
community leaders have an opportunity to address this lack of knowledge to help
Educate
prevent adverse health outcomes for their children.

 While there has been much investment in local parks, families still
continue to find them inaccessible.

23

List of Parks within Best
Start Boundaries









Atlantic Park
Bandini Park
Belvedere Park
Bristow Park
City Terrace Park
Obregon Park
Salazar Park
Saybrook Park

Children's Environmental Health Network. (2010, October 10). Toxic Chemicals in Your Home. Retrieved from Children’s Environmental Health
Network: http://www.cehn.org/education/toxic_products
24
Ibid.
25
Thompson, M., Phillips , R., & Bell, J. (2002). Fighting Childhood Asthma: How Communities Can Win.
26
Rand Corporation. (2003). Does Neighborhood Deterioration Lead to Poor Health? Science and Medicine, 1631‐1641.
27
Ogden, C. L., Carroll, M. D., Kit, B. K., & Flegal, K. M. (2012). Prevalence of obesity and trends in body mass index among US children and adolescents,
1999‐2010. Journal of the American Medical Association, 483‐490
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In recent years, research has shown that limited exposure to nature
and green spaces can have serious physical and psychological health
ramifications, especially for children26. Children with less access to
green spaces are more likely to be overweight or obese. In fact, in
2010 more than one third of U.S. children and adolescents were
overweight or obese27. The CBAR workgroup identified the under‐
utilization of green spaces in East LA as a major concern. We learned
that of the parks located in the East LA Best Start community, 40‐
62% of parents said a park is near their home but they do not use it.
Additionally, 1 out of every 5 parents said their children go to the park
less than once per month.
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Research has shown that people who live within a 5‐10 minute walk from an open space or park, are more
likely to complete the recommended amounts of physical activity28 , however CBAR members felt that
safety concerns in East LA often prevent families from using local parks. Half of the survey respondents
indicated that they feel parks are not safe for them or their children. Safety concerns are a major
reason why East LA parks may be under‐utilized.
Potential Actions
The CBAR workgroup stressed that the need to
address the issue in order for East LA Best Start
children to be safe and healthy. Lastly, 70% of
survey respondents believe that park facilities are
poorly maintained. Examples of this were non‐
functioning bathrooms and broken, dirty, and
Connect
Educate
Advocate
potentially unsafe playground equipment.
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Rand Corporation. (2003). Does Neighborhood Deterioration Lead to Poor Health? Science and Medicine, 1631‐1641.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND POTENTIAL ACTIONS
In December 2013, the CBAR workgroup presented these key findings to the East LA Best Start
Partnership and engaged partnership in identifying key recommendations for community leaders, policy
makers, and service providers in the East LA Best Start Community. This section summarizes these
recommendations and potential actions to address the issues and themes that emerged through the
CBAR process.

Educate the Community: Many community members are not aware of environmental
factors that affect the health and wellbeing of their families. More community education should
be conducted around particular issues such as: toxins in the home, the effects of pollution,
disposing of trash and chemicals, current environmental policies affecting East LA, and other
efforts where community members can participate and advocate for their community.
Community education efforts should take into account the populations living in East LA and
should be done in easy‐to‐access formats that provide practical solutions for community
members.



Initiate a communication campaign to residents about environmental issues
in East LA and provide practical ‘solutions’ via community friendly products
such as magnets, flyers, and community billboards.



Develop a promotora model using peer educators to inform families about environmental
and child development issues.



Hold a fun community event to share resources and information about environmental
issues, where experts can further discuss issues outlined in this report.



Partner with local organizations (such as CBOs, Farmers Markets, and health organizations)
to increase awareness on environmental health risks and how community members can
become involved in improving their air environment, food safety, and toxins in the home.



Increase parent capacity to advocate for their children through parent institutes, direct
services, and other programs that focus on parent advocacy.
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 Potential Actions
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Advocate for Safe and Healthy Environments: There are multiple opportunities to
advocate for policies, practices, and resources that make community and home environments
healthier and safer for young children and families. Best Start members recommend more input
and a stronger resident voice in policies and practices that impact the community. For example,
residents could advocate for better maintenance, safety measures, and programming at
community parks. They could also work collectively to advocate for better code enforcement
related to dumping trash and hazardous waste in community dumpsters as well as incentivize
local businesses to contribute to the community by reducing pollutants and other practices with
adverse environmental health impacts.
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 Potential Actions
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Call for and participate in on‐going Town Hall meetings discussing East LA
companies polluting the environment.



Advocate with the Department of Parks and Recreation for more resources to
keep parks clean and increase security, especially in the evenings and during events.



Increase public programs and activities in parks, that promote family‐friendly programs or
activities such as health fairs, nutrition classes, community gardens, exercise classes,
summer cinema, and clubs and activities for children.



Ensure all parks have ramps to provide better access to people with special needs and
parents with strollers.



Create a coalition of parents and community‐based organizations to become community
ambassadors who advocate to bring clean companies to East LA and hold current ones
companies accountable for the local environment and health of families.



Advocate against freeways and roadway expansion near schools, children’s walking routes
to school, or heavily populated areas.



Establish regular community clean ups, planning of trees, and community wide trainings.

Connect Residents to Resources: Along with community education, the Best Start
Partnership and CBAR workgroup recommend connecting parents and community members to
services, resources, and other community groups where they can obtain information, advocate,
and bring change to their community.



Provide resource guides with information about who and where to call for
environmental concerns including housing issues, questions about asbestos,
lead paint, ventilation, trash in their communities, ambient air pollution, and
accessibility / issues with parks.



Implement “Friends of the Park” Committees, which link park staff and the community to
increase awareness of the activities at local parks.



Increase visibility of current projects, advocacy opportunities, and organizations working on
the various issues outlined in this report. This can serve as a way to educate the public and
provide parents and community members with opportunities to become involved.
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 Potential Actions
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