Date
The Honorable «First_Name_» «Last_Name» 
U.S. Senate/U.S. House of Representatives
«Address»
«City_», «State_» «Zip»
Dear _____________:

Re:  Support for Early Childhood Programs within the FY 2010 Federal Budget
First 5 LA, a child advocacy and public grant-making organization, was created by California voters to invest (Proposition 10) tobacco tax revenues to improve the lives of children from prenatal through age 5 in Los Angeles County.  
We are writing to ask you to support elements of the Fiscal Year 2010 Federal Budget, as proposed by President Obama, that pertain to increases for programs directly impacting young children and their families, including the following:

· Title 1 Early Childhood Grants

· Head Start
· Early Learning Challenge Grants
· WIC

· Medicaid

Furthermore, First 5 LA would like to highlight two specific investments that are new to the federal budget.  We believe they merit your active support.  These programs are the Home Visitation and Promise Neighborhoods initiatives.
Since its inception in 1998, First 5 LA has made considerable investments in services that benefit the health, safety, and school readiness needs of young children.  One of our largest and most comprehensive funding areas is Best Start LA, a place-based investment that increases the number of children (prenatal through age three) who achieve appropriate developmental milestones to the best of their potential. 
As Best Start LA has been developed in recognition of the importance of addressing the multiple environments that affect a child’s development, including families, neighborhoods, and communities, we applaud President Obama for including funding for Promise Neighborhoods.  This proposed investment indicates recognition by the federal government of the tremendous benefit and need for comprehensive neighborhood programs that coordinate services and contribute to a collaborative environment supporting children beginning at birth.
Best Start LA has furthermore been intent on including evidence-based practices.  One component of the investment is a series of family engagement points, including home visitation, called “Welcome, Baby!”  Home visitation programs have been validated by extensive research documenting outcomes including decreased rates of abuse and neglect, improved birth outcomes and achievement of developmental milestones, and improved parental outcomes, such as enhanced employment and education.  The President’s proposed $124 million for home visitation programs for low-income families is an investment in children that will have life-long impact.
We applaud the President for including programs impacting early childhood.  We hope that Congress considers the tremendous return on investment that these provisions potentially provide, and that they will be maintained in upcoming votes.  If we can be of support in this effort, please contact myself or Howard Jacobs, our Government Affairs Manager, at hjacobs@first5la.org.

Sincerely,

Evelyn V. Martinez

Executive Director

EVM:ak
cc:  Arne Duncan, Secretary of Education

      Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services
