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Contact List First 5 LA/LAUP Universal Preschool  
Research Advisory Committee  

 

 
 
Contact Information: 
UC San Diego 
Room 105, Bldg 111 University 
Center 
La Jolla, CA 92093 
 
Ph: (858) 822-4358 
Email: MAppelbaum@ucsd.edu 
 
 

Mark Appelbaum, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Mark Appelbaum is a Professor of Psychology in the Department of 
Psychology at the University of California, San Diego. He received his 
Ph.D. in Quantitative Psychology from the University of Illinois in 1968. 
Prior to joining the UCSD faculty in 1996, he was on the faculty of the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Vanderbilt University. 
His current research focuses on the application of quantitative and 
statistical methodology for designing and understanding studies of human 
behavioral phenomena – particularly human development.  

In addition to his work on quantitative methods, Dr. Appelbaum has 
been highly involved in a number of major studies of non-maternal 
childcare, studies of health and human behavior, and numerous studies of 
educational polices and outcomes. He currently directs the research, 
assessment, and evaluation component of UCSD’s Center for Research 
in Educational Equity, Assessment, and Teaching Excellence and is co-
director of the Center for Human Development at UCSD.   

Dr. Appelbaum is the founding editor of Psychological Methods and was 
editor of the Psychological Bulletin. He has been a member of the 
Governing Council of the Society for Research in Child Development 
and chairman of the Publications Committee of the American 
Psychological Society.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 
National Institute for Early 
Education Research  
Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey  
120 Albany Street, Suite 500  
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
08901 

Ph: (732) 932-4350 
Email: sbarnett@nieer.org 

 
W. Steven Barnett, Ph.D. 

Dr. W. Steven Barnett is a Professor of Education Economics and Public 
Policy and Director of the National Institute for Early Education 
Research (NIEER) at Rutgers University. His research includes studies of 
the economics of early care and education including costs and benefits, 
the long term effects of preschool programs on children's learning and 
development, and the distribution of educational opportunities. Dr. 
Barnett earned his Ph.D. in economics at the University of Michigan. 
Recent publications include The State of Preschool 2006: State Preschool 
Yearbook, the fourth in a series of annual reports profiling state-funded 
prekindergarten programs in the United States, and "Early Childhood 
Program Design and Economic Returns: Comparative Benefit-Cost 
Analysis of the Abecedarian Program and Policy Implications" with 
Leonard Masse for Economics of Education Review (2007). 

Dr. Barnett has published numerous works on the economic and 
educational benefits of early investments in educational excellence and 
their implications for education policy, including Lifetime Effects: The 
High/Scope Perry Preschool study through age 40, Early Care and Education for 
Children in Poverty: Promises, and Programs and Long-Term Results.  

Dr. Barnett earned his Ph.D. in economics at the University of Michigan.  
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Contact Information: 
University of California, Irvine 
Department of Education 
Berkeley Place 2048 
Irvine, CA 
 
Ph: 949.824.9192 
Email: mburchin@uci.edu 
 
 

Margaret R. Burchinal, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Margaret Burchinal is a Professor in the Department of 
Education at the University of California at Irvine. She is interested 
in determining how child care experiences can help children, 
especially children from low-income families, succeed in school and 
identifying effective teaching practices and instructional programs 
for preschoolers and children in elementary school. As an applied 
statistician, she has served as the primary data analyst for many 
large child care and evaluation project and as an advisor for 
programs such as Head Start and the Los Angeles Universal 
Preschool project. 
 
Prior to joining the faculty at UC Irvine, Burchinal was a Senior 
Scientist and the Director of the Design and Statistical Computing 
Unit at the FPG Child Development Institute and a Research 
Professor in the Psychology Department at the University of 
North Carolina. She has served as the primary statistician for many 
educational studies of early childhood, including the 11-state Pre-
Kindergarten Evaluation for the National Center for Early Learning 
and Development, the longitudinal study of 1300 children in 
NICHD Study of Early Child Care; the 4 state evaluation of child 
care in the Cost, Quality, and Child Outcomes Study; the 3 site 
study of family child care homes in the Family Child Care and 
Relative Care Study, and the Abecedarian and CARE Projects. 

 
 
Contact Information: 
Tufts University  
Eliot-Pearson Department of 
Child Development  
105 College Ave. 
Medford, MA  02155 
 
Ph: (617) 627-3455 
Email: david.elkind@tufts.edu 
 
 
 

David Elkind, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. David Elkind is currently Professor of Child Development at Tufts 
University. Dr. Elkind earned his Ph.D. from UCLA and went on to be a 
National Science Foundation Senior Postdoctoral Fellow at Piaget's 
Institut d'Epistemologie Gentique in Geneva, Switzerland. Building on the 
theories of Jean Piaget, Dr. Elkind has conducted extensive research in 
the areas of perceptual, cognitive, and social development over the years.   
 
Dr. Elkind is a renowned author and speaker -- his bibliography now 
numbers well over 450 items and includes research, theoretical articles, 
book chapters and eighteen books including the popular The Hurried 
Child, All Grown Up and No Place to Go, and Miseducation.  In preparation is 
a new book tentatively entitled The Power of Play: Rearing Healthy Children 
in a Stressful World.  Dr. Elkind lectures extensively in the United States, 
Canada and abroad. He has appeared on The Today Show, The CBS 
Morning News, 20/20, Nightline, Donahue, and the Oprah Winfrey Show. He 
has been profiled in People and Boston Magazine and was a Contributing 
Editor to Parents Magazine. Professor Elkind also co-hosted the Lifetime 
television series, Kids These Days. 
 
 
 
 



7/8/2008 
Page 3 

David Elkind, Ph.D. (continued) 
 
Dr. Elkind is a past President of the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children and a consultant to state education 
departments, as well as to government agencies and private foundations,  
and is a member of  some ten professional organizations.  He is a 
contributing editor to  
 
numerous journals,  including Bulletin of the Menninger Clinic, Journal of 
Youth and Adolescence, Journal of Experimental Education, Revista 
Psychologica, Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, Montessori 
Life, Education Digest, and School Psychology Quarterly.   
 
He serves on a number of Advisory Boards, including the National 
Advisory Council: Forum for Early Childhood Organization and 
Leadership Development, the National Parenting Association, and the 
National Children’s Literacy Initiative.  
 

 
 
Contact Information: 
Email: espinosal@missouri.edu 
 
 

Linda Espinosa, Ph.D. 
Co-Chair 
  
Dr. Linda Espinosa recently retired from her position as associate 
professor at the University of Missouri where her research and writing 
led her to become known as one of America’s foremost experts on early 
learning, with a particular focus on English-language learners. Ms. 
Espinosa came to her academic career with wide experience as a 
preschool teacher, child care center director, elementary school 
principal, central office administrator, state program director, and 
corporate vice president. She worked extensively with low-income 
Latino children and families throughout California, including developing 
and directing the Family Focus for School Success program in Redwood 
City, which received state and national recognition.  
 
Her practical experience and research focused on optimal learning 
environments for young children at risk of school failure, and she remains 
deeply concerned about the continuing achievement gap, pervasive in 
many low income communities. Ms. Espinosa served as co-director of the 
National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) at Rutgers 
University, was a member of the NAEYC Governing Board and a 
commissioner for the NAEYC Accreditation Standards and Criteria 
Commission, and served as a member of the National Academy of 
Sciences, National Research Board Committee on Early Childhood 
Pedagogy. She has published many articles and training manuals on how 
to establish effective educational services for low income, ethnic-minority 
families who are acquiring English as a second language and was a 
contributing author of Eager to Learn: Educating Our Preschoolers. 
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Contact Information: 
Stanford University School of 
Education 
485 Lasuen Mall,  
Stanford, CA 94305-3096 
 
Ph: 650 498 4581 
Email: cgoldenberg@stanford.edu 
 
 
 
 

Claude Goldenberg, Ph.D. 
Dr. Claude Goldenberg, a native of Argentina, is Professor of Education 
at Stanford University.  Prior to his Stanford appointment, Goldenberg 
was at California State University, Long Beach, where he was in the 
Department of Teacher Education, Associate Dean of the College of 
Education, and (since 2005) Executive Director of the Center for 
Language Minority Education and Research (CLMER).  He will remain 
part time as CLMER director during the 2007-08 school year until his 
replacement is found.  
 
Goldenberg was a National Academy of Education Spencer Fellow in 
1986-88. He won the 1993 Albert J. Harris Award from the International 
Reading Association for an article (co-authored with Ronald Gallimore), 
describing how beginning Spanish reading achievement improved at an 
elementary school, where he taught first grade and conducted research 
on home and school influences on children’s early literacy development.   
 
Dr. Goldenberg is currently involved in a number of ongoing research 
projects focusing on Latino children's literacy development, home-school 
connections to improve achievement, and the processes and dynamics of 
change at individual school sites. In 1997, he produced a video, Settings for 
Change, describing a 5-year school improvement project that succeeded 
in raising literacy achievement in a largely Latino, bilingual elementary 
school in the Los Angeles area.  A book based on this project, Successful 
School Change: Creating Settings to Improve Teaching a Learning, was 
published in 2004 by Teachers College Press. 
 
Goldenberg's publications have appeared in numerous academic and 
professional journals, and he has been on the editorial boards of 
Language Arts, The Elementary School Journal, and Literacy, Teaching 
and Learning. Goldenberg was on the National Research Council's 
Committee for the Prevention of Early Reading Difficulties in Young 
Children and is currently on the National Literacy Panel, which is 
synthesizing research on literacy development among English language 
learners.  

Contact Information: 

Abt Associates, Inc. 
55 Wheeler St. Cambridge 
MA  02138 
 
Ph: (617) 349-2811 
Email: 
Barbara_Goodson@abtassoc.com 
 
 

Barbara Goodson, Ph.D. 
Dr. Barbara Goodson is Principal Scientist and Abt Associate's most 
senior expert on child development and education research for the past 
28 years. Trained at Stanford University in child development and 
evaluation, Dr. Goodson currently functions as a company-wide resource 
on design and measurement, specializing in research on early childhood, 
including technical issues in measurement and assessment of young 
children. Currently Dr. Goodson is directing studies of a range of multi-
site studies of early childhood language and literacy interventions, which 
are being tested in sites nationwide. 

These include the fourth national evaluation of the Even Start program, 
which is a randomized cluster study for the Department of Education of 
two scientifically based language and literacy interventions for 
preschoolers, in a national sample of Even Start projects.  
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Barbara Goodson, Ph.D. (continued) 
Also, Dr. Goodson is directing an impact evaluation for Houghton-Mifflin 
of its new preschool curriculum, HM Pre-K. She just completed a 
randomized study for the Child Care Bureau of three language and 
literacy curriculum in a sample of subsidized childcare centers in Miami-
Dade County. For these studies, Dr. Goodson co-authored a state-of-
the-art observation system for evaluating the quality of instructional 
practices in literacy and language development in early childhood 
programs and parenting education. 

Dr. Goodson has synthesized results of educational interventions, and 
she has co-authored a review of promising practices in parent education 
programs, a review of two-generation programs, and a meta-analysis of 
the impact data from evaluations of two-generation programs. She also 
was a senior technical reviewer on a recent meta-analysis of the effects 
on early childhood education.  

 
 
Contact Information: 
San Diego State University  
School of Speech, Language, and 
Hearing Sciences 
11928 Saint Pierre Way 
San Diego, CA  92131 
 
Ph: (619) 594-6645 
Email: vclellen@mail.sdsu.edu 
 
 

Vera F. Gutiérrez-Clellen, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Vera Gutiérrez-Clellen is a professor and Coordinator of the 
Bilingual Certificate program in the School of Speech, Language, Hearing 
Sciences at San Diego State University. For many years she has been 
involved in the development of federally-funded professional training 
programs with a bilingual and interdisciplinary emphasis in the field of 
speech-language pathology. She was Co-Director of a U.S. D.E. Office of 
Special Education Personnel Preparation Grant: "Interdisciplinary 
collaboration and training project: Bilingual school psychologists and 
speech-language pathologists" and Project Coordinator of "Training 
Spanish-speaking speech-language pathologists and audiologists" both 
funded by OSEP. She is currently Director of two U.S. D.E. Office of 
Special Education Personnel Preparation Grants: "Improving the 
Preparation of Bilingual Personnel to Serve Hispanic Children with High 
Incidence Disabilities in General Education" and  “Improving The 
Preparation Of Related Services Personnel To Serve Children With 
Autism Spectrum Disorders: The Trandisciplinary Autism Specialty 
Project.  
 
Dr. Gutiérrez-Clellen's research program focuses on the language 
development and disorders of bilingual children. She was Co-Principal 
Investigator of a contract funded by the National Institute of Deafness 
and Other Communicative Disorders to develop and validate a language 
test for children speaking non-standard English.   The 6-year long project 
involved data collection in three major regions in the country (California, 
Texas, Philadelphia/New Jersey areas) and will culminate with the first 
language test in  
the field that will address the cultural and linguistic diversity of Hispanic 
children in the U.S. In addition to her teaching duties and publications, 
Dr. Gutiérrez-Clellen has served as a member of the American Speech-  
 
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Research and Scientific Affairs 
Committee and has served on national peer review panels for ASHA, the 
National Institute of Deafness and Communicative Disorders, and the  
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Vera Gutierrez-Clellen, Ph.D. (continued) 
 
United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education.  
 
In addition, Dr. Gutiérrez-Clellen served as associate editor for 
Language, Speech, Hearing Services in Schools, and is currently serving on 
the Editorial Board of the Revista Chilena de Fonoaudiologia, University 
of Chile.  

 
 
 
Contact Information: 
School of Education 
UNC-CH 
113 Peabody Hall, CB # 3500 
Chapel Hill, NC  27599 
 
Ph: (404) 808-9352 
Email:  
gthenry@unc.edu 
 

 
Gary Henry, Ph.D. 
Co-Chair 
 
Dr. Gary T. Henry holds the William Neil Reynolds Distinguished 
University Chair at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Previously, he served as a professor in the Andrew Young School of Policy 
Studies at Georgia State University where he is jointly appointed in the 
Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies, the Department 
of Political Science at Georgia State University, and the Department of 
Public Policy at Georgia Institute of Technology. He previously served as 
the Director of Evaluation and Learning Services for the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation. Henry has evaluated a variety of policies and 
programs, including North Carolina’s Disadvantaged Student Supplemental 
Fund, Georgia’s Universal Pre-K, public information campaigns, and the 
HOPE Scholarship as well as school reforms and accountability systems.  
 
The author of Practical Sampling (Sage 1990), Graphing Data (Sage 1995) 
and co-author of Evaluation: An Integrated Framework for Understanding, 
Guiding, and Improving Policies and Programs (Jossey-Bass 2000), Henry 
has published extensively in the field of evaluation and education policy. 
He received the Evaluation of the Year Award from the American 
Evaluation Association in 1998 for his work with the Georgia’s Council for 
School Performance and the Joseph S. Wholey Distinguished Scholarship 
Award in 2001 from the American Society for Public Administration and 
the Center for Accountability and Performance. Dr. Henry currently 
serves on the Standing Committee for Systemic Reform, Institute of 
Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Recently he completed 
service on a National Research Council/National Academy of Science 
committee assessing the effects of “green schools” on the health and 
productivity of teachers and students and co-authored the committee 
report.  
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Contact Information: 
Herr Research Center for 
Children and Social Policy,  
Erikson Institute 
420 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60611-5627 
 

Ph: (312) 755-2250. 
Email: ehoward@erikson.edu 
 
 

Eboni Howard, Ph.D. 
 
As director of the Herr Center, Dr. Howard is overseeing two projects in 
early childhood policy: a series of studies that will examine early childhood 
mental health policies and practices in the Great Lakes region and an 
Illinois case study to examine the quality of state-funded prekindergarten 
programs. She also is leading a pilot study that examines the family 
routines and resources among foster families. As director, she also holds 
the Frances Stott Chair in Early Childhood Policy Research. 

  
Before joining Erikson in January 2006, Dr. Howard was a senior 
researcher at Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of 
Chicago. There she led evaluation studies related to families’ social service 
use, early childhood programs, foster care services, and home visitation 
programs for families with young children. Previously, as a research 
associate at the Joint Center for Poverty Research at Northwestern 
University and UCLA, she was the lead ethnographer in a welfare reform 
evaluation study in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
  
She holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago and a 
doctorate from Northwestern University. She won an Illinois Consortium 
for Education Opportunity Program Fellowship, a competitive award 
funded by the General Assembly to increase the number of 
underrepresented faculty and staff in higher education.  
 
Dr. Howard has received various honors, including a Minority Graduate 
Research Award from the National Institute of Health, the Young Alumni 
Service Citation from the University of Chicago, and the Scholl Fellowship 
at Chapin Hall Center for Children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 
Rand 
1200 South Hayes Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
 
Ph: (703) 413-1100, x5359 
Email: Lynn_Karoly@rand.org 
 

 
Lynn A. Karoly, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Lynn Karoly (Ph.D., Economics, Yale, 1988) is a RAND senior 
economist whose recent research has focused on early childhood 
investments, social welfare policy and U.S. labor markets. She is the lead 
author of a forthcoming RAND study titled The Economics of Investing in 
Universal Preschool Education in California. Previously, she led the 
interdisciplinary team of RAND researchers who published Investing in Our 
Children, which investigated the costs and benefits of early childhood 
intervention programs. She also led a team of analysts that completed a 
follow-up volume that serves as a primer for applying cost and outcome 
analysis to early childhood programs and a second forthcoming volume 
that revisits the benefits and costs of early childhood interventions.  

Dr. Karoly’s other recent research has focused on the economics of 
universal preschool, the impact of welfare reform on child and family well-
being, and the implications of demographic trends, technological change 
and globalization for the future U.S. workforce and workplace. In addition 
to her research, Dr. Karoly served for eight years as director of the 
RAND Labor and Population Program, which conducts national and 
international research on a broad range of human resource issues.  
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Lynn A. Karoly, Ph.D. (continued) 
She also was the Co-editor of the Journal of Human Resources and the 
Training Director of the RAND Postdoctoral Research Programs in 
Population Studies and the Study of Aging. 

 
 
Contact Information: 
UCLA Center for Healthier 
Children, Families, and 
Communities 
1100 Glendon Ave., Ste. 850 
Los Angeles, CA  90024 
 
Ph: (310) 794-2583 
Email: akuo@mednet.ucla.edu 
 

Alice Kuo, MD, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Alice Kuo is an Assistant Professor in Pediatrics and Internal Medicine 
at UCLA.  She completed a National Research Service Award (NRSA) 
Primary Care Health Services Research fellowship and obtained her PhD 
in educational psychology from UCLA.  Her dissertation examined the 
parental factors influencing child care selection in a survey of 4800 parents 
in California.  She has published in the areas of early reading behaviors, 
systems of care for children with special health care needs, and parental 
perceptions of care for children with hearing loss.  Dr. Kuo's primary 
research interests include reading disabilities and social skills problems in 
children, cultural variations in child development, parenting influences on 
child development, and developmental systems of care.  She has 
collaborated with the Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) 
Center at UC Berkeley and is a co-investigator on a Mexican-American 
Preschool Study grant proposal submitted to NICHD which proposes to 
track the development of 700 children in Los Angeles from preschool 
entry through first grade.   
 
She is currently the Program Director of two residency programs at 
UCLA:  the Community Health and Advocacy Training (CHAT) Program 
and the Combined Internal Medicine and Pediatrics Residency Program. 

 
 
Contact Information: 
The Praxis Group 
3 Wegeford Circle 
Ladera Ranch, Ca 92694 
 
Email: 
drfaithpolk@thepraxisgroup.net 
 

 
Faith Polk, Ph.D. 
Dr. Faith Polk is currently the President of the Praxis Group. This group 
provides consulting services for professional development design & 
delivery, technical writing & editing, or research & development in early 
childhood education. Previous to the Praxis Group, Dr. Polk was an Early 
Childhood Education Consultant for the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education (LACOE).  In this position, she provided guidance and technical 
assistance to a number of major projects and programs.  Most recently, 
Dr. Polk has been assigned to the California Preschool Instructional 
Network (CPIN) to provide technical assistance and professional 
development to Early Childhood Educators.  Prior to her assignment with 
CPIN, Dr. Polk provided direction and guidance to the First 5 LA funded 
Family Literacy Support Network (FLSN).  In this role, she employed her 
expertise in early childhood education, early literacy and assessment to 
assist Los Angeles County ECE providers in using child outcome data to 
individualize instruction and for program improvement.   
 
Dr. Polk has supported and significantly contributed to a number of efforts 
to identify and support the needs of young English Language Learners 
(ELL). She coordinated the California Department of Education (CDE) 
Even Start Office ECE/ELL Round Table discussion comprised of 
researchers and practitioners.   This work resulted in the compilation of 
Early Childhood Educators’ frequently asked questions regarding the most 
effective practice for school readiness and young ELLs.   
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Faith Polk, Ph.D. (continued) 
 
To culminate this work, Dr. Polk authored a discussion paper highlighting 
considerations for meeting the needs of ECE/ELLs in program 
development and implementation.  In addition, Dr. Polk participated in an 
eight county collaborative efforts to review relevant research and best 
practices in meeting the needs of ELLs in the preschool setting.  The 
collaborative developed six research-based guiding principles to respond 
to the questions from the field regarding school readiness and young 
English Language Learners.  Dr. Polk was an invited Focus Group Review 
for the WestEd publication English Language Learning for Preschoolers (in 
press). 
 

Contact Information: 
USC Keck School of Medicine- 
Children’s Hospital LA 
P.O. Box 54700, #53 
Los Angeles, CA  90054 
 
Ph: (323) 671-3819 
Email: mpoulsen@CHLA.usc.edu 
 

Marie Kanne Poulsen, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Marie Poulsen has worked extensively in clinic and community service 
delivery, research, program development and policy, focusing on early 
childhood mental health and development, and successful 
inclusion/outcomes of children with health, psychosocial, developmental 
and behavioral vulnerabilities.  She has been directly involved in several 
follow-up assessment studies of vulnerable children and in statewide 
training of early interventionists and Head Start, child care, and preschool 
teachers.  Dr. Poulsen has been an investigator and a consultant for over 
20 clinical studies relating to young children outcomes, including co-
investigator of the recent State DMH Infant/Preschool and Family Mental 
Health Initiative Outcome Study, and consultant investigator to the UCLA 
NIH study of young hearing impaired children.  Currently, she is the 
principal investigator of a project in eight Los Angeles Unified School 
District Early Education Centers that addresses health and mental health 
needs of young children.  The preponderance of her research has focused 
on developmental outcomes of young children with developmental, 
behavioral, psychosocial or health care needs.  She serves on the Research 
Review Committee for the California Early Intervention Technical 
Assistance Network.  

 
 
Contact Information: 
Michael D. Eisner College of 
Education 
CSU, Northridge 
5927 Plainview St. 
Ventura, CA 93003-1110 
 
Ph: (818) 677-2529 

 
Carrie Rothstein-Fisch, Ph.D. 
Dr. Carrie Rothstein-Fisch is Associate Professor of Educational 
Psychology and Counseling at California State University, Northridge 
(CSUN). She serves as co-coordinator of the Masters Program in Early 
Childhood Education, a program designed to promote leadership in the 
field of early care, learning, and education.  
 
Dr. Rothstein-Fisch is one of the four core researchers on the Bridging 
Culture Project, a longitudinal action research project exploring how 
culture-based value systems influence development, learning, and 
education (www.wested.org/BridgingCultures). The Project is based on 
research showing that immigrant children often enter school with a 
cultural value orientation quite different from that of the mainstream 
culture.  
 
Appointed by California’s Joint Legislative Committee, Dr. Rothstein-
Fisch has served on the School Readiness subcommittee of the Master 
Plan for Education.  
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Email: carrie.rothstein-
fisch@csun.edu 
 
 

Carrie Rothstein-Fisch, Ph.D. (continued) 
 
She was chair of the Family Involvement sub-committee and served on the 
Culture, Language, and Pedagogy committee. Dr. Rothstein-Fisch has been 
actively involved with First Five of Ventura County in a variety of roles: 
as a consultant for the initial Strategic Plan, as co-chair of the Results 
Accountability Committee, as a participant on the School Readiness 
Committee, and as a co-author of a results-accountability report.  
 
At CSUN, Dr. Rothstein-Fisch currently participates on the Advisory 
Committee and the Evidence Team for the Teachers for a New Era 
Initiative, a national initiative to improve the quality of teaching through 
the construction of excellent teacher education programs (funded by the 
Carnegie, Annenberg and the Ford Foundations). Dr. Rothstein-Fisch is 
author, co-author or editor of 5 books and many articles. She received 
the Distinguished Teaching Award at California State University, 
Northridge. 
 

 
 
Contact Information: 
USC Rossier School of Education 
Waite Phillips Hall, 601D 
Los Angeles, CA  90089 
 
Ph: (213) 740-2371 
Email: rueda@usc.edu 
 

Robert Rueda, Ph.D.   
 
Dr. Robert Rueda is a professor in the area of Psychology in Education 
at the Rossier School of Education at the University of Southern 
California. He completed his doctoral work at the University of 
California at Los Angeles in Educational Psychology and Special 
Education, and completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the Laboratory of 
Comparative Human Cognition at the University of California, San 
Diego.  His research has focused on the sociocultural basis of motivation 
and instruction, with a focus reading and literacy in English learners, 
students in at-risk conditions, and students with mild learning handicaps. 
He has most recently been affiliated with two major national research 
Centers, CREDE (Center for Excellence, Diversity, and Education at the 
University of California at Santa Cruz), and CIERA (Center for the 
Improvement of Early Reading Achievement at the University of 
Michigan), and serves on the Advisory Board of CRESST (Center for 
Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing at the University 
of California at Los Angeles).  
 
His most recent work is examining motivational and sociocultural 
aspects of reading comprehension, and recently his completed work has 
focused on how paraeducators mediate instruction and provide cultural 
scaffolding to English-learners, and on issues of reading engagement 
among inner-city immigrant students in a central city community.  
 
He has consulted with a variety of professional, educational and 
government organizations, has spoken at a wide range of professional 
meetings, and has published widely in the previously mentioned areas. 
He served as a panel member on the National Academy of Science 
Report on the Overrepresentation of Minority Students in Special 
Education, and is currently serving as a member of the National Literacy 
Panel (SRI International and Center for Applied Linguistics) looking at 
issues in early reading with English language learners.         
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Contact Information:  
Floraline I. Stevens & Assoc. 
707- H S. Orange Grove Blvd. 
Pasadena, CA  91105 
 
Ph: (626) 403-5752 
Email: 
floraline.stevens@charter.net 
 

Floraline Ingram Stevens, Ed.D. 
 
Dr. Floraline Stevens is an independent research and evaluation 
consultant and president of Floraline I. Stevens and Associates.  She 
retired from the Los Angeles Unified School District in 1994, where she 
served as the director of research and evaluation for 15 years.  She also 
worked in the district as a demonstration training teacher, testing 
coordinator, and assistant director for surveys and institutional research.  
 
Dr. Stevens was the 1991-92 AERA Senior Research Fellow at the 
National Center for Education Statistics, and from 1992 to 1994 served 
as a program director at the National Science Foundation.  For five 
years, she was a research associate at Temple University’s Laboratory 
for Student Success, Mid Atlantic Regional Educational Research 
Laboratory.  Her research focus was students’ opportunity to learn.  She 
served on several advisory committees for the U. S Department of 
Education. 
 
Dr. Stevens is a former vice-president for Division H of the American 
Educational Research Association and served as the chair of the 
Research into Practice Committee.  She was also the chair of the 
Research Committee for the Council of Great City Schools.  
 
Currently, Dr. Stevens is the external monitor of the Los Angeles 
Unified School District’s Action Plan for A Culturally Relevant Education 
That Benefits African American Students and All Other Students.  She is 
also the lead trainer for a NSF-funded project at Howard University to 
train mid-level evaluators.   Her publications include: “Closing the 
Achievement Gap: Opportunity-to-learn Assessment Strategies and 
Standards,” and Case Studies of Teachers Learning and Applying 
Opportunity to Learn Assessment Strategies in Two Urban Elementary 
Schools. 
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