Alignment with COF Policy Goals

Policy and advocacy activities conducted under COF grants must support one of the following Policy Goals listed below.  These goals are intended to support First 5 LA’s overall priorities to strengthen families and communities.  These goals are based on an overall theory of change outlining the areas with the strongest link to impact the Commission’s priority measures. It is intended that applicants demonstrate past experience or currently work on the selected Policy Goal. Projects supporting the goals in bold will be given priority consideration.  
Children are Ready for Kindergarten

· Universal, voluntary family assessments that are linked to family supports, including home visitation.

· Long term sustainability for universal preschool.

· Early identification of children with developmental and/or behavioral concerns using high quality validated screening tools in pediatric, home and community settings.

· Expansion of Early Head Start, Head Start, and State Preschool programs in underserved areas.

· A strong early learning workforce system which has the capacity to recruit, train, retain, and advance the careers of professional, culturally competent staff reflective of the communities they serve.

· Wage incentives tied to higher quality standards for child care.

Children are Safe from Abuse and Neglect

· Reduced maternal alcohol and drug use [including nicotine] to increase positive, nurturing environments for young children.

· Family-centered interventions for children who have disabilities or developmental, mental health, learning, or behavioral issues.

· Improved access to high quality child care and preschool for children whose families are in kinship care, foster care, or the probation or parole systems.  

Children are Born at a Healthy Weight 

· Comprehensive, affordable and continuous health insurance coverage for all young children.  Cover all children in families under 300% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) and provide affordable options for those above 300% of FPL.

· Perinatal depression screening as a universal standard of care, and increased treatment options.  

· Increased supports for breastfeeding, including hospital based “Baby Friendly” programs. 
Children Maintain a Healthy Weight
· Increased availability and affordability of healthy food options in low-income or minority neighborhoods.  

· Improvement of public park facilities, including family programs to promote physical activity and healthy nutrition.

· Inclusion of higher levels of physical activity in early childhood education settings.
· Medi-Cal benefits for two years postpartum to improve maternal health and subsequent birth outcomes.

